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SUB J : MYONGDONG TRIAL - APPEALS COURT FINDS DEFENDANTS GUILTY BUT 
REDUCES SENTENCES A BIT 

REF: SEOUL 10075 

1 . ON DECEMBER 29 COURT GAVE DECISION ON MYONGDONG APPEALS 
CASE. JUDGES DECLARED DEFENDANTS WERE CLEARLY GUILTY OF 
VIOLATING EM-9 IN THAT THEY HAD ISSUED DISTORTED DESCRIPTIONS 
OF POLITICAL, SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CONDITIONS IN KOREA AND HAD 
DEFAMED YUSHIN CONSTITUTION. JUDGES. HOWEVER. DECLARED THAT 
LOWER COURT SENTENCES WERE UNREASONABLY STERN, AND THEY 
IMPOSED NEW SENTENCES WHICH REDUCED PUNISHMENT BY ABOUT 
FORTY PERCENT FOR MOST DEFENDANTS. 

2. ALL SENTENCES ARE FOR TERMS IN PRISON PLUS CONCURRENT 
LOSS OF CIVIL RIGHTS. SENTENCES FOLLOW: 

DEFENDANT APPEALS COURT SENTENCE LOWER COURT SENTENCE 
(SUPERSEDED) 

KAM TAE CHUNG (NDP LEADER ) 5 8 
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MUN IK HWAN (MINISTER) 5 8 

YUN PO SUN (FORMER PRESIDENT) 5 8 

CHONG IL HYONG (NDP ASSEMBLYMAN) 3 5 

YI TAE YONG (WOMAN LAWYER) 3 5 

HAM SOK HON 5 8 

HAM SE UNG (PRIEST) 3 5 
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YI U CHONG (CHRISTIAN WOMENS LEADER) 3 5 

MUN TONG HWAN (MINISTER) 3 5 

SIN HYONG PONG (PRIEST) 3 5 

YI MUN YONG (EX UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR) 3 5 

YI HAE TONG (MINISTER) 2 (SUSPENDED) 3 

SO NAM TONG (EX-UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR 2 1/2 4 

AN PONG MU (EX-UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR) 2 (SUSPENDED) 3 

MUN CHONG HYON (PRIEST 3 5 

CHANG TOKPIL (PRIEST) 1 (SUSPENDED) 2 

YUN PAN UNG (MINISTER 3 5 

KIM SUNG HUN (PRIEST) 2 (SUSPENDED) 2 

3. TWO OF THE FOUR WHO RECEIVED SUSPENDED SENTENCES WERE 
FROM THE GROUP OF DEFENDANTS WHO WERE NOT DETAINED DURING 
THE TRIAL. THE OTHER TOW, YI HAE TONG AND AN PYONG MU, WILL 
BE RELEASED FROM JAIL AND REDUCE THE NUMBER OF INCARCERATED 
DEFENDANTS TO NINE FROM ELEVEN. THOSE DEFENDANTS WHO WERE 
FREE SUCH AS YUN PO SUN, CHONG IL HYONG AND YI TAE YONG, 

RETURNED TO THEIR HOMES AFTER THE TRIAL AND ARE APPARENTLY 
STILL AT LIBERTY. SINCE DEFENSE LAWYERS ARE LIKELY TO 
APPEAL TO THE SUPREME COURT, IT SEEMS PROBABLE THAT THE 
DEFENDANTS WHO WERE AT LIBERTY DURING BOTH DISTRICT AND 
APPEALS COURT PROCEEDINGS WILL REMAIN SO. 

4. THE COURT REJECTED AN APPEAL FOR FREEDOM ON BAIL FOR 
THE DEFENDANTS WHO REMAIN INCARCERATED. 

5. THE COURT WAS FILLED TO CAPACITY WITH AN ATTENTIVE AND 
SOLEMN CROWD. THE FORMAL RHYTHM OF THE COURT WAS 
INTERRUPTED ONLY ONCE WHEN ONE OF THOSE ATTENDING SHOUTED 
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THAT THE COURT'S DECISION WAS "POLITICAL.'' MANY FOREIGN 
CORRESPONDENTS COVERED THE TRIAL AND SOME SUCCEEDED IN 
QUESTIONING SOME OF THE DEFENDANTS OUTSIDE THE COURT. 

SNEIDER 
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